WOIVIEN S VOICES

“I felt robbed of
- my marriage
- my family
- my friends
- - the trajectory of my life
- and my finances

People don’t understand, they think if
U 3 re supportive of the perpetrator
' Q.u must be agreeing with what
1;1e and it’s certainly not that, in
~any shape or form.”
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i i""m""l'lPeople see it as BLACK and

WHITE.

“.ra n all of this there are shades of

colour”.
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ﬁ' WOMEN S VOICES

Wy My parents were actually really
i ..# on judgmental. Now in their late
| % 80s, they also knew that my
,Jt and had made a terrible error
1dgement, but he was still the
.n ‘man he'd always been.”

JANINE
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Baswally, nothing could prepare

*;’ for the catastrophic fallout as a
j"w onsequence of my husband's
ur"' .. endlng My world turned

upside down.”

JANINE



”Now I'm angry. My husband has
i~ rehabilitated. He’s done his time.
4 -'..j" When will it ever stop?

R feels like a lifetime punishment,
" ‘k e goal posts keep changing.”

B JANINE



. “Lhave to grieve those friends
‘who are no longer in my lif
3 . and cut me off...but thls could
b happen to anyone.”



- “My son was arrested just after
- his 17t birthday for something
. e did when he was 16 years old.
% process was so long that he
. was convicted as an adult and
. went to an adult prison.”
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WOMEN S VOICES

;. | ”We were a boring, middle class
i famlly there is no 'idiots guide
o e _ to how to navigate the judicial
5 _"*"r - system. We were as much the
1!5.“'.‘.; iminals as the person who was
. arrested and we were treated as
- third class citizens”’

MARY
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”The after affect of his arrest was
“so much more than the financial
loss of losing a business and a
home or the emotional loss of

‘i‘ of my son; I'd also lost confidence

"'"-:

in myself and my ability to judge
- haracter and make decisions
| how did [ not know?






- “I didn't tell anyone. It was

- a mixture of shame and

, ~embarrassment and worry

’, about what people would
F * think of me because I didn’t

'-":.- - publicly vilify him.”
gk
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o ”He was sentenced to 18 months
- i ~in prison. He didn't kill himself
: .' w,and [ was now on my own facing
~the reality of having to explain to
ople where he’d gone and why:.
.- 0 had a toddler, and a mortgage

;\nd a limited income.”
L
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~ “We are left feeling gutted;
2= especially for my children who
'.h'{-“":i ~are being punished for the
: “L “actions of their father, which
5 ".,u fathomable to me as a mother.”
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“People often don’t know what
LR :
% tosaytome, so they avoid me

A
. i

— that hurts so much.”

TYLA
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WOMEN S VOICES

“I can speak from personal
experience that vigilantism
~ and public backlash are real.
- When my husband’s offenses
~ were published in the media,
w, . I feared for my life and for
1_9 it would impact my career.”
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“My husband'’s younger brother
and sister, who are children
RS = il and share his name, were
B 1 AR s #fﬁ' bullied at school and lost friends.
EoRA amlly members of other offenders

* have told me they have had their
- properties vandalised, cars set on
ire and have been contacted )%
| 'ups who specialise in the assault
rﬁqrder of sex offenders, trying to
 locate their family member.’
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B A . “We have worked hard to ensure my

| PG T J'husband becomes a better person and
- SR | L ; - citizen. However, it feels like the
' “¢  punishment never ends with every
i’i year new restrictions being put in
‘}; l;:)lace and more of civil liberties
1 ed. These additional punishments
€ ‘e often put in place irrespective of

od behaviour, severity of offences
f%#and reoffending risk.”
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”The families of sex offenders are

nnocent people. We are one of the
gr reatest resources the community
in the prevention of reoffending.
\ lease can our lives and safety be

taken into consideration?”
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