“The after effects of his
arrest was so much more
than the financial loss of
losing a business and a
home, or the emotional
loss of losing my partner
and the father of my son;
Q " I’d also lost confidence in
b myself and my ability to
Ljudge character and make
Wdecisions - how did I not
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“How do we come
out the other side
without being

. forever dammaged

& by the actions

b that he chose to
__,__;ake?”




“I didn't tell anyone.
It was a mixture of
shame and
embarrassment and
worry about what

& people would think
"_zi_me because I didn't

_ _blicly vilify him.”

-Beth




“He was sentenced to
18 months in prison. 1
was now on my own,
facing the reality of

. having to explain to

& people where he’d gone
& and why. I also had a
' toddler, and a

& mortgage and a limited
. income”
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. “I realized how

S isolated I'd become
.. and I began to seek
support which I
found in select

» family and friends
7 and the women of
_;_-,--tfhzs support group”
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“I felt robbed of

my marriage

my family

my friends

the trajectory of my life
and my finances ...

'People don’t understand, they
"'P hink if you are supportive of
e ‘perpetrator that you must
)e agreeing with what he’s
?fne and it’s certainly not
'f‘fha,t\, in any shape or form”
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. "People see it as

" BLACK and
WHITE.

In all of this there
L are shades of
| '-g__lour.




"I'm a secondary victim.
. I am judged by others,
 misunderstood.

I am alone.

The house is empty.

L I was treated as a criminal
& by the media, by the police.
3‘?'%3 like a criminal.

[ ] have seen another side to
the Iaw




"My parents were
actually really non-
“judgemental. Now in
their late 80s, they also
knew that my husband
. had made a terrible

’ ;ﬁ, 2rror in judgement but
the was still the good

W iman he'd always been"
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. "Basically, nothing
S could prepare me for
"the catastrophic

. falloutasa
consequence of my

. husband's

"’*ﬂ ffendmg My world
turned upside down"




g $w.  “Now I'm angry.
¥ - = My husband has
' rehabilitated.
He’s done his time.
. When will it ever
stop? It feels like a
| fetime punishment,
ithe goal posts keep
" changing.”
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“We lost many, many

* friends as the result of
“my husband’s crimes,
but a few close friends,
. those who didn’t judge,
L stayed by our sides and
. gave me and my kids
nd my husband the love
and support we needed
f"é get through this”
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You could never imagine
yourself in this position.Not in a
lifetime could you imagine being
so torn... So many uneducated
opinions, opinions I once held as
my own. "You all belong in a
burning boat, out at sea,
surrounded by hungry predators.
-~ You are no more a human being,
“but a monster who deserves no

7 "gf“hts. " I Was this person,
ukmg those remarks, yet now,
ft’thy current position, these
thoughts are no longer mine.
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I wonder, how? How does

. this happen? What is it inside
- a person that can allow this

abuse to take place? The

answer is complex, yet

similarly woven. A long line

. of abuse carried on

. < generation to generation -

% amilies failing them, the

System failing them, society

S failing them, the human

.~ race... failing them.
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The current way of dealing with this

. sickness, this broken place... is not

S working. This needs to change. Never

\ “havel felt so strongly about a cause,

s and I don't say that lightly. Cancer,

' domestic violence, drug abuse, mental

illness. These are all things that have

crossed my path, yet this is

L something that sticks with me.

Y Because when the fallout from this
gun, there was absolutely nowhere

to turn, you're expected to accept the

wict you and your child are to lock

Wethe offending person up, throw away

. the key and move on with your life...

'th,at'f“_NOT how this works.
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There is absolutely nowhere to turn
as a partner. As a mother of the
victim there was also very little.

.‘_'.,_,, I enrolled my child into a protective
.o behaviours workshop. The
therapists there had absolutely no
idea as to where I could get support.
The detective on our case had no

" idea either. Even the doctor I went
'to couldn't give me any advice.

[felt completely alone. I google
| éﬁmched for answers only finding
mformatzon for victims or groups in
S Amgfzca.
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I held so much guilt, I experienced
the darkest days of my life, my
" family had been torn to shreds and

" there was nowhere to turn where I
could speak freely without
judgement. Nobody had any answers.

I walked alone, heavily burdened

. until I joined the women's group,

. where I have met other women in

“W" imilar situations. Every story is

different yet the undertone remains

e same. We need support, we need

53 @ place to speak freely without
]udgqment A safe place to regain

somf sanity.
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“I can speak from

personal experience

that vigilantism and

public backlash are

real. When my

husband’s offenses were

o published in the media,
I [feared for my life and

; or how it would

£ mqmct my career.’




“My husband’s younger
brother and sister, who are
children and share his name,
were bullied at school and
lost friends. Family
members of other offenders
have told me they have had

. their properties vandalised,
%ﬁ ars set on fire and have
been contacted by groups,
“who specialise in the assault

T

~and murder of sex offenders."
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“We have worked hard to
ensure my husband becomes a
better person and citizen.
Howewver, it feels like the
punishment never ends with
every year new restrictions

. being put in place and more of
S civil liberties waived. These

& additional punishments are
Woften put in place irrespective
'0f good behaviour, severity of
oﬁ’ences and reoffending risk.”
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“The families of sex
" offenders are innocent
“people. We are one of

the greatest resources

the community has in
the prevention of

& reoffending. Please can
i

\our lives and safety be

faken into

S cons:demtzon’"




"Shouldn’t money be allocated
to strategies that reduce
offending (such as sex offender
treatment programs) rather
than a public registry that
could potentially increase
reoffending? I have self funded
y all of my husband’s

- psychological treatment. No sex
wﬁ;’ fender treatment options were
ude available to him by the
S gte Government during his
-mcamatwn Shouldn’t all sex
oﬁgtders, receive treatment?”
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“The partners, children
and families of sex
offenders are often
referred to as

.. secondary victims...

& because of the

& emotional trauma and
"I”i‘hancial pain related
'to the conviction of a
famzly member.”
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o “Acknowledging a
" relationship to a
sex offender is
incredibly risky due
. to public backlash,
tzgma, threats and
a t times actual




@ My son was arrested
st after his 17th

3 birthday for something
he did when he was 16
. years old. The process
& was so long that he
vas convicted as an
dult and went to an
.ngldu It prison.




"We were a boring,

middle class family...
“there is no 'idiots guide

to how to navigate the

the judicial system.' We

were as much the
crzmmals as the person
' who was arrested and
ve were treated as third
g cfass citizens"




"The kindness of the people at
the prison is probably the only
reason I managed to survive as a

parent.

It wasn't the guards.
It wasn't the prison officers.
It wasn't the administration

3 staff.

@ twwas the ex-prisoners who were
there visiting, who oﬁ’ered me
Sehelp. It was prisoners in the
g~ system who said, "it's OK, we
won't let anyone touch him" "




“I have to grieve

those friends who

are no longer in

. my life and cut
_me off....but this

Duld happen to

ar yone




.. We are left feeling
T gutted; especially

' for my children who
_ are being punished
. for the actions of
& their father, which

L is unfathomable to
e as a mother.
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.. “People often
“don’t know
what to say to

e, so they

L avoid me - that

bhurts so much”
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b i . The impact this has

= - - Wt had on myfamﬂy has
- been absolutely

terrible... a living

. nightmare. We've had

" property vandalized

b and abuse hurled.

WOur kids have also

en targeted.
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“Look at the

. person for

k. who they are,
s not what the
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